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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS:  7th District, Rep. George Miller; 10th District, Rep. Ellen 
Tauscher 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The Southampton Shoal Channel is the entrance to Richmond Harbor 
and the Richmond Longwharf Maneuvering Area.  The channel is currently maintained at a depth 
of -45 feet Mean Lower Low Water.  In accordance with the Fiscal Year 1997 Energy and Water 
Development Appropriations Conference Report, study of this channel would be included in the 
San Francisco Bay Bar Channel study.  The study would examine whether improving the channel 
alignment and/or depth will prove more efficient to navigation. Several reports from San Francisco 
Bay ship pilots cite maneuvering difficulties experienced by modern ships, possessing greater 
cargo volumes but lower output powerplants, both entering and inside the channel. 
 
FISCAL YEAR 03 BUDGET:  $0 
 
PRESENT STATUS: A Reconnaissance Report was completed in April 1998.  The prospective 
local sponsor, Contra Costa County, has been unable to sign a Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement 
(FCSA) due to lack of local funding. 
  
FUTURE EFFORTS:  The Feasibility phase of study will be initiated upon execution of the FCSA 
with the Contra Costa County Water Agency, which is dependent upon the sponsor’s ability to 
raise local funds.  
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